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Toshiba adds cordless technology to its revolutionary Equium 2000 PC 
Neuss, 14 December 2000

Toshiba Europe GmbH (TEG) today announced the introduction of cordless technology to its innovative and space-saving Equium 2000 PC, making it the most user-friendly machine for tech-savvy consumers and businesses that want the power of a desktop PC in a compact chassis.

Bridging the gap between desktop and notebook

Weighing just 5.8 kg, the all-in-one Equium 2000 is light enough to be carried from room to room, and measuring just 350 x 212 x 389 mm means it’s perfect for environments where space is at a premium.  The added advantage is that it comes at a very attractive price.  

“The new Equium 2000 is for people that want power, style, ergonomics and ease of use rolled into one system,” said Willem Poterman General Manager PC Systems Toshiba Europe. “By offering a wireless keyboard and mouse as a standard, the Equium 2000 continues to promote technologies that enhance the user’s PC experience."

He added: “Not everyone wants, or has the space, for a bulky desktop PC and the associated clutter of cables. The Equium 2000 successfully harnesses Toshiba’s renowned mobile innovation and combines it with the best elements of a desktop system. What you get is a fully featured PC that’s one-third the size of a common desktop and a lot better looking, too.”

Since its introduction at the end of last year, the Equium 2000 has always promoted leading edge technologies that make using it a true “Plug and Play” experience. The inclusion of USB means the Equium 2000 has no need for older, legacy ISA, serial and parallel interfaces that don’t automatically support the Plug and Play environment. To make things even easier, the new Equium boasts a wireless programmable keyboard and wireless wheel mouse, meaning there are even fewer messy cables to sort out. The integrated 15" TFT LCD monitor is also cable-free, using a fully digital link to the base station to guarantee sharp and clear images with a top resolution of 1024 x 768 in 16 million colours. 

The distinctive L-shaped Equium 2000 means that all of the key components are housed in the slim base station. Despite the compact dimensions the Equium 2000 boasts an Intel Pentium III 650 MHZ processor with 100MHz Front Side Bus technology and 256 KB of Level II cache, a 6 GB hard disk drive and 64 MB of SDRAM (expandable to 256 MB). There are built-in stereo speakers, SoundBlaster Pro-compatible sound and 8 MB of video RAM for smooth playback of multimedia software, including music, games and movies. 

The base station also features two USB ports, allowing users to easily connect hundreds of different kinds of peripheral devices while the system is up and running. There’s an -RJ45 jack, Fast Infrared Port, and two PC Card Type II or one PC Card Type III slot. The bundled SelectBay module is also fully plug-n-play compatible and makes the PC very versatile by supporting a host of devices, such as CD-ROM drive, FDD, 2nd HDD, ZIP drive, among others.. The FDD which comes along with the Equium 2000 can be also used as external FDD in case the select bay slot is occupied by another device. Generally speaking, all Tecra options that fit into the Tecra SelectBay are also available for the Equium.

Whether it’s for use in the home or office environment, the Equium 2000 has been designed to be up and running quickly and painlessly. The integrated 10/100 LAN Ethernet card is coupled with pre-installed drivers that means the Equium 2000 can be seamlessly added to a corporate network in just a few minutes, using the guided set-up. 

“The Equium 2000 is all about using the latest technology to make things easier for the user,” explained Poterman. “ its inclusion of USB, the reduction of cables, its digitally linked display and wireless keyboard and mouse and its comprehensive software bundle and integrated network facilities are all features in the Equium 2000 design that truly take the pain out of computing.“

The Equium 2000 comes bundled with Microsoft Windows 98 pre-installed and Intel LANDesk Client Manager. It is also supported by a comprehensive three-year warranty.

* * * *

Toshiba Europe GmbH (TEG) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Toshiba Corporation responsible for office equipment and consumer products in Europe. TEG is the sole manufacturer and distributor of Toshiba notebook PCs in Europe with a PC production plant in Regensburg, Germany.

The Toshiba Corporation is the world's eighth largest electronics company. The company achieved consolidated net sales of US$54,239 million in the fiscal year 1999 ending March 31st, 2000. Currently, the company employs 188,000 people with over 221 subsidiaries.
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