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NEUSS, Germany, 24 June 2000 - Toshiba Europe today unveiled the Portégé 3480CT, the latest addition to its award winning Portégé family of notebooks and one that showcases the innovation that proves that style and power can go hand in hand. 

Combination of style and performance

“Professionals who spend most of their working day on the road want to carry a a lightweight notebook without sacrificing on performance,” said Masahiko Fukakushi, Vice-President of the Computer Systems Group at Toshiba Europe. “It’s this combination of style and performance that the Protégé 3480CT brings to the table – now they can carry around revolutionary performance desktop in a sleek designer notebook that weighs just over 1.5 kg.”

Powered by a 600 MHz Intel Mobile Pentium III processor, the Portégé 3480CT is the first B5-format notebook from Toshiba to feature a chip with Intel’s revolutionary SpeedStep™ technology. SpeedStep™ technology has been designed with the mobile user in mind by allowing processors to operate at a lower speed when not connected to a power outlet and so extending battery life. 

Despite the extra leap performance for the new machine, Toshiba has managed to pack the new Intel processor, a bigger hard disk drive and its revolutionary super cooling technology into the same tiny chassis. Weighing in at just 1.55 kg, the Portégé 3480CT is as small as a hardback book but, at 22mm high (average height), a lot thinner.

Polysilicon TFT technology

The Portégé 3480CT also comes with Toshiba’s revolutionary and award-winning low temperature polysilicon TFT screen technology. Polysilicon is the next step forward in display technologies, offering significant advantages to users over the more common amorphous silicon displays. Because this new technology allows for the development of thinner TFTs, which are much brighter and need less power, the display on the Portégé 3480CT can display bright images without draining as much battery power. Polysilicon screens are also far more robust, up to 10 times more durable than amorphous-based displays. This means maximum robustness on the road also in combination with the magnesium casing In addition, battery life is three hours, which can be extended to an incredible 8.5 hours using the optional high capacity battery – a full day’s work without recharging.

The Portégé ships with 64 MB of SDRAM (expandable to 192 MB) and a massive 12 GB S.M.A.R.T. hard disk drive for those using large business or multimedia applications. The 11.3-inch polysilicon TFT colour display with a top resolution of 1024 x 768 in 16.7 million colours ensures that images are crisp and clear while also extending battery life. There is also 16-bit SoundBlaster Pro compatible sound, stereo speakers and a built-in microphone.

Also included is an integrated international V.90 data fax modem, fast USB floppy disk drive, 64-bit graphics accelerator with 8 MB of video RAM for astonishing graphics performance and a bundled Network I/O Adapter, featuring an Ethernet network chip. The adapter ensures that mobile users have an easy way to attach to their networks or the Internet while systems administrators can easily can remotely run audits, download software and provide service and support. 

“Just because people spend a lot of time out of office doesn’t mean they don’t have to get onto the company’s network for regular updates,” said Mr. Fukakushi. “That’s why we have bundled the Network I/O adapter to ensure that every professional has easy access to their company’s systems, whether it’s to download their email, share files on the network or get the latest software patches or upgrades.” 

There are a range of interfaces on the Portégé 3480CT including external monitor, USB, Fast Infrared Port, RJ 11 modem jack, headphone and external microphone. There are also two Type II or one Type III PC Card slots.

The software bundle includes a choice of Windows® 95 /Windows® 98 selectable installation or Windows® NT 4.0 / Windows® 2000 selectable installation on request for extra charge Windows 95, 98, NT 4.0 or 2000 preloaded on request, as well as PC Card management software and Toshiba tools and utilities. 

In addition, Toshiba offers an optional MultiMedia Port Replicator for great connectivity and flexible expandability. The MultiMedia Port Replicator has been developed to greatly expand the Portégé 3410CT user´s connectivity and SelectBay options, which could be used also by the Tecra 8100. It features a choice of CD-ROM,  DVD-ROM , LS-120, Zip drive or a 2nd HDD with 6, 12 or 18 GB, serial parallel, and ports, USB, PS/2™ mouse/keyboard, line-in, and DC-out. Available now, the Toshiba 3480CT comes with a one-year international warranty.

* * * *

Toshiba Europe GmbH (TEG) is a wholly owned subsidiary Toshiba Corporation responsible for office equipment and consumer products in Europe. TEG is the sole manufacturer and distributor of Toshiba notebook PCs in Europe with a PC production plant in Regensburg, Germany. 

The Toshiba Corporation is the world's eighth largest electronics company. The company achieved consolidated net sales of US$ 43.8 billion in the fiscal year 1998 ending March 31st, 1999. Currently, the company employs 188,000 people with over 221 subsidiaries.


Portégé 3480CT – the perfect blend of style, power and size
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