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Press Release


Toshiba to ship Bluetooth PC Cards in Europe

NEUSS, 4. October 2000 –Toshiba Europe GmbH announced the launch of its Bluetooth enabled PC Card option in Europe. The Toshiba Bluetooth PC Card will allow users with any legacy notebook equipped with PC Card slots to take advantage of the Bluetooth technology.

“We are excited about this announcement and feel that this will be the first step on the road to a ‘wireless’ world,” said Colin White, European Options Product Manager. “It was important to us to ensure that not only do we have a good product with excellent specs and solid bundled software applications, but also that stock is available in the channel as quickly as possible.”

The Toshiba Bluetooth PC Card is based on the Bluetooth Specification Version 1.0B and, with its 20 mdb radio module, will have a radius of up to 100 metres whilst the power control function of Bluetooth maximises signal strength and battery power. In addition to the PC Card, the SPANworks software will be bundled.

SPANworks, a joint development of Toshiba, is a comprehensive Wireless Productivity Solution for mobile computers. It was developed at Toshiba’s communications platforms laboratory and will provide a spontaneous, seamless network over two or more notebooks (up to a total of 7) with Bluetooth PC Cards. SPANworks consists of four applications: file utilities, presentation sharing, contacts and chat. One of its main benefits will be the effortless transferring of files – as simple as drag and drop.

“Increasingly, the wireless mobile world is a buzzword in the industry these day. For Toshiba, the introduction and shipment the PC Card is the first step in realising our vision of a wireless world. We’ll follow this up later this year and next year with additional wireless products that take advantage of both Bluetooth and Wireless LAN – 802.11B – technology,” continued White.

The Toshiba Bluetooth PC Card option will be available throughout Europe in the next weeks. 

SPANworks, Inc.

SPANworks, Inc. is a joint venture with Toshiba Corporation, exclusively licensed to further develop and market "conversational and team" multi-user software based on Toshiba's communications layer. This patented spontaneous full-mesh communications layer enables Team Computing, a new genre of group solutions that leverage mobile computing productivity and broaden its usage model. Real-time, interactive data sharing fills a productivity void, and very likely represents the "last frontier" for enterprise automation, that of Conference Table Automation. Visit the SPANworks website at www.spanworks.com.

Bluetooth

Bluetooth wireless technology is set to revolutionize the personal connectivity market by providing freedom from wired connections. It is a specification for a small form-factor, low-cost radio solution providing links between mobile computers, mobile phones and other portable and handheld devices, and connectivity to the Internet. The Bluetooth Special Interest Group (SIG), comprised of leaders in the telecommunications, computing, and network industries, is driving development of the technology and bringing it to market. The Bluetooth SIG includes promoter companies 3Com, Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Lucent, Microsoft, Motorola, Nokia and Toshiba, and more than 1800 adopter companies. For more information on Bluetooth™, visit the official web site at www.bluetooth.com. 

Toshiba Europe GmbH

Toshiba Europe GmbH is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Toshiba Corporation responsible for office equipment and consumer products in Europe. TEG is the sole manufacturer and distributor of Toshiba notebook PCs in Europe with a PC production plant in Regensburg, Germany.

The Toshiba Corporation is the world's eighth largest electronics company. The company achieved consolidated net sales of $54,239 million (US) in the fiscal year 1999 ending March 31st, 2000. Currently, the company employs 188,000 people with over 221 subsidiaries.

For further enquiries contact: XXXX XXXXXX 

at Toshiba Europe (Information Systems).

Toshiba Europe GmbH (or local address)

European PC Division

Hammfelddamm 8

41460 Neuss

Germany

Tel: +49 21 31 158 422

Fax: +49 21 31 158558

E-mail: www.info@toshiba-teg.com

World-wide Web:  http://www.toshiba-europe.com
Online image database: http://images.toshiba-europe.com






























 Portege 7140 CT















































10/08/2000

Page 1 of 3
Toshiba Computer Systems Division


