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Toshiba today reported the sale of its 4 millionth notebook computer in Europe since the company launched its market-leading brand of mobile computing to the European market in 1985.  Of these 4 million notebooks, more than half have been sold since September 1996 pointing to the ever-increasing prevalence of the mobile PC among Europe's IT users.   The news marks a considerable milestone for Toshiba and reinforces its position as the world's number one producer of mobile PCs
.  According to Dataquest, more than a quarter all mobile computers sold in Europe in 1998 were Toshiba units.  



Significant Milestone
“The purchase of every single one of our mobile PCs is important to us," said Karl Albrecht, General Manager European PC Marketing.  "We are especially concerned that each and every Toshiba notebook customer is satisfied that our products deliver exceptional quality, technological innovation and return on their investment.  The four millionth sale is an important achievement for Toshiba in Europe since it underlines the growth of our market and the loyalty of our existing customers.  It also proves that so many European mobile PC users are voting with their feet and buying more and more Toshiba machines.  All this reassures us that we continue to be on the right track.”

Serving 22 markets in over 12 languages

The 4 million Toshiba mobile computers have been sold in more than 12 languages into more than 22 markets across Europe over the last fourteen years.  More than 3 million of them have been produced at Toshiba’s European production facility in Regensburg, Germany, which began operations in April 1990.  Employing over 400 people, the factory’s current output is approximately 80,000 mobile PCs and 10,000 motherboards per month. 

With product quality Toshiba’s foremost objective, failure rates are close to zero thanks to the use of first-class components, strict quality controls during production and comprehensive product burn-in tests before delivery.  

Albrecht continued, “At Toshiba, these kinds of standards are an absolute imperative.  We take pride in knowing that we can make promises of quality and innovation that we can deliver."

*  *  *  *  *

 The Toshiba Corporation is the world's sixth largest electronics conglomerate. The company achieved consolidated net sales of US$ 41.35 billion in the fiscal year 1997 ending March 31st, 1998. Currently, the company employs 188,000 people with over 221 subsidiaries.

For further enquiries contact: Lee Koenig at Toshiba Europe. 

Toshiba Europe GmbH 
European PC Division
Hammfelddamm 8
41460 Neuss
Germany
Tel: +49 2131 158 422  
Fax: +49 2131 158558  

E-mail: wwwinfo@toshiba-teg.com
World-wide Web:  http://www.toshiba-europe.com

� IDC February, 1998, 1997 Worldwide Portable PC Market Share - Toshiba holds the Number 1 position with 20.1% market share, followed by IBM in second position with a 12% share of the market.
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